Who’s for a Ride in a Chariot of Fire?
LET’S TAKE A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES

Resource Sheet - Sunday 14th October 2001

Croydon Hills Baptist Church 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU GO JOGGING

Text – 
2 Kings 6:8-23, and 1 Corinthians 2:9, 2 Corinthians 4:18

The Problem:   Despite the best efforts of the king of Syria to ambush him, the king of Israel escapes every time.  This leads the Syrian king to believe there is an in house spy betraying him.  

The Truth:  The Syrian king’s staff know more than he does – according to them, Elisha the prophet knows what the king says even in his bedroom.  He is the one advising the king of Israel.

The Plan:  So the Syrian king decides it is time to hunt down and arrest Elisha who is resident in Dothan.  A huge military task force is despatched for the purpose.

The Surprise: Elisha’s servant on his morning jog is amazed to see Dothan surrounded by Syrian troops and equipment.  He is stunned and informs Elisha of the impending crisis.

The Reality:  Elisha prays that the Lord will give the servant a new way of seeing.  Horses and chariots of fire cover the surrounding mountain and are at his disposal.

Another Problem:  The Lord blinds the Syrians and Elisha implements his own subterfuge which leads the Syrians directly into Samaria – where they are ambushed by the king of Israel.

An Unusual Strategy:  Although the king of Israel is keen to kill his new prisoners, Elisha demands that they be well fed before being sent back home to their king.

An Unexpected Outcome:  This royal hospitality brings the tension between Syria and Israel to an end for the time being.  

OLD STORY – CURRENT PLOT

The warring kings of Syria and Israel along with Elisha’s fiery chariots teach us some important lessons as a congregation:

· Life is filled with ambushes – the distractions which can preoccupy us and throw us off course

· There is always a battle going on: between good and evil, between the better and the best

· God gives His friends the discernment to make wise choices 

· What we see is only half the story – there is no need to be scared by presenting circumstances

· There are divine forces at work all around us – the chariots of fire are still there!

· Love is much more effective than trying to even the score

So, what are the long-term implications for us as a church?

1. Let’s be “Elishas” for each other and the community – just as Elisha looked after the king of Israel.  

2. Let’s tune into God’s surprising ways – His moves are never predictable

3. What are our “Syrian” forces?  What might throw us off the track of being a vital, effective congregation in Croydon Hills? (After all, we are engaged in a spiritual battle.)

4. Let’s trust Christ to help us be discerning people capable of making wise choices.   

5. Let’s deal proactively with complex and troubling difficulties – Jesus has His own ways of neutralising their grip on us by empowering us to deal well even with the “tricky” stuff

6. Let’s make sure love always has the final word – despite the ever present temptation to “get even” 

A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR A WONDERFUL FUTURE

God has wonderful surprises in store for the Croydon Hills church.  Check out 1 Corinthians 2:9.  Be prepared for:

· A new era of leadership – the new diaconate is already appointed. The calling of a new Senior Pastor heralds the start of building a new pastoral team

· A new emphasis in service – “Shaping the Future” calls for thoughtful and energetic outreach into the community

· A new burst of growth – we must pray for the winning of brand new Christians, people who have had no previous experience of church

· A new level of trust – there will always be unforeseen issues to deal with as a church, but God will give discernment, wisdom and courage

Some matters to consider….

1. Are we ready for God to do a new work among us?  How open are we to the unexpected ways of God?

2. Are we filled with anticipation believing that God wants us to live, love and serve in ways which are honouring to Him and a blessing to those around us?

3. Are we willing to enlist the assistance of the chariots of fire?

A prayer….

God of grace and mercy!  Thank you for Your divine Presence and Your power which is all around us.  Be patient with us as we so often see only the presenting difficulties.  We miss seeing Your chariots of fire which are so freely available to us.  Lead us in new and exciting ways as a church – give us open hearts and minds ready to receive the surprises which You have in store for us.  We come in the strong Name of Jesus,  Amen.

