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“BECOME LIKE LITTLE CHILDREN!”

Text – 
Matthew 18:1-5  (Mark 9:33-37, Luke 9:46-48, 22:24-27)

“….unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The goal of being childlike….

To become like little children requires the nurturing of certain attitudes to life:

· Trust

· Dependence

· Limited understanding

· A natural desire to grow

· A keenness to learn

· The enjoyment of simple pleasures

· Vulnerability

· The need to be loved and belong

So, what have we lost as adults?

Jesus is implying that, somewhere along the road to maturity, we have mislaid these childlike qualities.  Genuine greatness is not found in:

· Being a control freak

· Having the last say

· Making sure we are noticed

· Exercising power over others

· Engaging in self promotion

· Achieving our ambitions without regard to how this may impact others

HUMILITY – IT DOES NOT COME EASILY

Humility does not come easily or naturally for most of us.  Nor was it coming easily for the friends of Jesus. So, Jesus responds with a simple object lesson….

· He offers the example of a little child as the pathway to real humility 
· But in that ancient culture, children are relatively unimportant
· This is a call to humility, to that kind of greatness which comes through being last, through serving others
· Jesus also says that to welcome a child is to welcome the Son and the Father 
· To look at it another way, God comes to us in ways which carry no fanfare, no rolling of drums, through the seemingly unimportant circumstances of life
Jesus rewrites the book on greatness….

Jesus provides a striking new formula for true greatness::

· Make the needs of others your first priority

· Be there for them in their joy and pain

· Believe that your voice can be the voice of Jesus, your hands - His hands, your presence - His Presence

· Give special attention to those who are vulnerable and without power themselves

· Get real pleasure out of being last instead of first 

· Help others to achieve their goals

The gifts we receive from children are….

· The modelling of a life of trust and dependence
· The reminder that life is an invitation to learn and grow
BE CHILDLIKE BUT NOT CHILDISH

The invitation of Jesus was not to be childish.  The call to humility and true greatness still requires us to:

· Accept responsibility for our actions

· Give careful attention to our priorities

· Attend wisely to the reasonable demands made upon us

As a congregation our life together is about:

· Making each other’s interests our priority

· Meeting the needs of our community

· Keeping an eye open for the vulnerable

· Staying focussed on helping others achieve their goals

· Exercising mutual accountability and dependence

Some questions to ponder….

1. In what creative ways might we as a congregation become each other’s servants?

2. How does a congregation become the servant of the surrounding community?

3. Are we aware of anything which might be hindering our journey to the Jesus model of greatness?

4. What do we need to be doing about this?

A prayer….

Loving God!  We know only too well the temptation to get our own way, to accomplish our own purposes even if it means causing inconvenience and concern to others.  Show us how to be truly humble people – the kind who want to serve others and help them to find their way in a world which is often dark and lonely.  Help  us to be like Jesus, Amen.

