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PREPARING AND USING THE MINISTRY “NETS”
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WHAT ARE WE ON ABOUT AS A CHURCH?

Text – 
Matthew 4:18-22, see also Mark 1:14-20

Some catchy slogans from the business world….

“Oh, what a feeling!” (Toyota)

“Absolutely” (Ansett)

“Fly the friendly skies” (United Airlines)

“The Fresh Food People” (Safeway)

Our vision as a church….

“To share the Good News of Jesus with everybody”

What is the “Good News”?

· Our choices have separated us from God

· God has visited this world in the person of Jesus

· Through His death and resurrection, we are able to know God’s purpose for us through Jesus
· Jesus shows how to live a fulfilling, meaningful life
· The Holy Spirit empowers us each day
· Jesus is our friend, guide and fellow traveller
About the new life which Jesus gives….

· “I have come that they might have life, and have it to the full.”  Jesus (in John 10:10)
· “When a person becomes a Christian, they are a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.” Paul (in 2 Corinthians 5:17)
· “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live….is by faith in the Son of God.” Paul (in Galatians 2:20)
THE CONTINUING TASK OF “MENDING THE NETS”

Jesus invites the fishermen, James and John, to join Him while they are mending their nets….

· Different kinds of fishing nets were used in different ways

· They needed to be constantly repaired

· The nets needed to be ready for use

“Mending the nets” in the 21st century….

Any profession or vocation requires a “net mending” process i.e. keeping up to date, remaining relevant, being effective, staying open to change.

As a church we need to keep our “nets” in good shape too!

We need to:

· Identify our “nets” and learn how to make best use of them

· Exercise the courage to try new “nets” when the need arises

· Keep our “nets” in a state of readiness

Checking the nets of the Croydon Hills….

As a church we have many “nets” – a selection only:

· Creative Capers

· Groups for different ages: Play Groups, Lighthouse, ROCK, CHYLL, Seniors Fellowship Afternoons

· Alpha

· Op Shop

· Immunisation Day (Maroondah Council)

· Care Team and Small Groups

USING OUR MINISTRY NETS EFFECTIVELY

It’s one thing for us as a church to have good ministry “nets” but it is quite another to be able to use them well.  Some suggestions – every “net” we use needs….

· A “Good News” component to it  (to provide the motivation)

· A prayer team to support it (to ensure God’s blessing)

· A group of suitably gifted people to use it (to be effective)

· Constant review and refinement (or it will become irrelevant)

· To be used in the best way (or time will be wasted)

James and John were fishermen who worked together, often at night, and on a lake which was noted then and now for is unpredictable storms. 

Some questions to ponder….

1. Are we making room for other “nets” to be made?

2. Is each “net” adequately supported by prayer?

3. How do we best co-operate with other churches in our area and help them use their “nets”?

4. How can we pursue and develop our vision as a people?

A prayer….

Our Father!  Help us to be a people who, first of all, know the Good News of Jesus ourselves. Show us how to live our lives so that we can also be the Good News to those around us.  Thank you for all the different “nets” we have as a church.  Give us the courage to use them well, to pray constantly for their effective use, and to do our part in serving You.  And show us which new nets we are needing to share the love of Jesus more effectively and creatively.  In the strong Name of Jesus, Amen.

