THE PROFILE OF A CARING CHURCH 

Text – Galatians 5:25-6:5

The caring church fulfils the law of Christ (6:2)….

· Jesus - “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  John 13:34

· Jesus again - “My command is this: Love one another as I have loved you.”  John 15:12

A caring church faithfully follows the loving example of Jesus. 

The caring church has people uniquely equipped to care….

Paul describes the natural carers, the truly spiritual people:

· They live in the Spirit and keep in step with the Spirit 5:25

· They exhibit the gifts of the Spirit see 5:22-23

· They are humble and gentle in caring for those who have fallen away from God’s best for them 6:1

· They are aware of their own frailty and vulnerability 6:1b

The caring church has two primary functions….

#1    To restore those who have made/are making serious mistakes in their lives 6:1

#2    To carry each other’s burdens 6:2

The members of a caring church understand and accept their own responsibilities before God….

· They steer clear of comparing themselves with others 6:4
· While helping each other to cope with life, they recognise the need to review their own responsibilities before God 6:5
THE PEOPLE WHO CANNOT CARE 

Not every person is a natural carer, a truly spiritual being….  

Problem Person #1 - The person who has a faulty view of themselves (5:26) will either:

· Provoke others because of an inappropriate superiority complex.  These are the combative people always on the lookout for a debate where they will set out to get their own way or….

· Envy others because they are jealous of their personality, their gifts and accomplishments and are obviously driven by a crushing inferiority complex

Such persons will divide the church, not care for it.  They will not be able to restore the fallen or carry the burdens of others.

Problem Person #2 – The person who has a high price tag on their head is self deluded (6:3).  They:

· Imagine they are top draw in a totally unrealistic way

· Delude only themselves

· Don’t realise that others are seeing right through them

Their embellished view of their worth rules them out of contention to be truly special carers fulfilling the law of Christ.

The emerging realities….

· God is able to use some people and not others
· Truly spiritual people will become truly caring people
· We will have to help others when they fall by the wayside
· Everybody has burdens to carry and we all need help

· We are personally accountable to God for the way we live

THE CARING CHURCH IN ACTION

According to Paul’s letter, our goals as a congregation are to:

· Exhibit collectively the gifts of the Holy Spirit 5:22-23

· Welcome the Holy Spirit to live in us and keep us in step with all that He wants to accomplish among us 5:25

· Have a realistic awareness of our strengths, weaknesses and limitations as an authentic group of people who love Jesus 5:26, 6:1, 3

· Restore gently all who have lost the plot 6:1

· Recognise that we are not sinless, or sorted out, or have got it all together as a people 6:1

· Create a safe environment in which burdens can be shared without fear of criticism or rejection 6:2

· Accept that God is holding us accountable as a people 6:5

Some questions to ponder….

1. In what ways are we as a congregation living and keeping in step with the Spirit?

2. How are we exhibiting the gifts of the Spirit?  

3. Have we identified the burdens of our community and what are we doing to help bear these?

4. Have we accepted that God is holding us responsible for the way we live as a people?

A prayer….

Our Father!  We pray that you would help us as a congregation to live and walk in the power of your Holy Spirit.  Help us to be a gentle people fulfilling the law of Christ. Give to us a ministry of restoration and burden bearing.  Preserve us from thinking of ourselves in ways which would limit our capacity to care. For we want to be like Jesus, Amen.
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