DECISIONS - LARGE AND SMALL!

An activity for all the family….

Make a list of the decisions which your family have to make every day e.g. what clothes to wear, what to have for breakfast.  See if you can think of five decisions which the family often has to make:

1. ………………………………………………………………..

2. ………………………………………………………………..

3. ………………………………………………………………..

4. ………………………………………………………………..

5. ………………………………………………………………..

Small decisions, big decisions!

What’s the difference between them?  A small decision is a bit like – What time do I need to get up tomorrow.  A big decision is like – What job will I do when I grow up?

Can you think of a couple of some small decisions?  

· …………………………………………………………………..
· …………………………………………………………………..
What about a big decision?

· …………………………………………………………………….
DECISION MAKING IN THE BIBLE

Read Joshua 24:15 – Who did Joshua and his family decide to serve?

………………………………………………………………………..

Read Ruth 1:16-18 – Naomi realised that Ruth had made a very big decision.  What did she decide?

………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………… 

Read Mark 10:21 – Jesus met a very wealthy young man. Jesus told him he had to make a big decision.  What was it?

………………………………………………………………………….

We have to make these decisions too!  

The decisions which these friends in the Bible had to make are just like the ones we have to face. We too have to decide:

· Who we are going to serve all our days.  (Joshua had to work this one out.)

· Who our friends are going to be.  (Ruth was in no doubt about her loyalty.)

· What will be important in our lives (The rich young man had to figure out what was most important to him – but he did not manage to get this one right.)

HOW DO WE MAKE WISE DECISIONS?

Since we all have to make decisions every day, we need to know how to make them.  Some suggestions:

· We need to remember that God will show us the way – see Psalms 25:9, 48:14, 73:24 and Isaiah 30:21

· We need to ask God to guide us – see Proverbs 3:6

· Above all we need to stay close to Jesus – see John 15:7

The most important decision we will ever make in our entire lifetime is the “Joshua” decision – to love the Lord and serve Him all our days.  Have you made this decision?  If not, why not make it today?


Some questions to ponder….

1. Some times we confuse small decisions with the big ones.  How can we be sure that we give adequate attention to the big ones?

2. How can we help each other in making difficult decisions – the ones which are really hard instead of struggling with them on our own? 

3. How do we keep our relationship with Jesus in good shape so that all decisions are made in the light of our friendship with Him?

A prayer….

Loving God!  Our lives are filled with all sorts of decisions which have to be made.  Help us to be wise enough to pick the difference between those choices which really shape our lives and those which are rather less important.  Help us know that You want the best for us and will guide us even when the going is hard and we are not sure about which way to turn.  Amen.
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