THE CREW JESUS RECRUITED – A MIXED BAG

Today’s text: Matthew 10:1-10

Meet the team (would you have chosen this bunch?) ….

By any measure, the team which Jesus pulled together was an interesting mix.  Their resumes would make fascinating reading!

· Andrew – Simon Peter’s brother, a fisherman, leaves the fishing business promptly in Bethsaida when asked by Jesus (Matthew 4:18).  According to John, he introduces his brother to Jesus (1:41)

· Bartholomew – his name appears only in the list of disciples, tradition records him as becoming a missionary

· James #1 – Zebedee’s son, John’s brother, also a fisherman, also quits immediately    (Matthew 4:21)

· James #2 – Alphaeus’ son, appears only in the list 

· John – Another of Zebedee’s boys, also a fisherman, quits immediately  (Matthew 4:21)

· Judas Iscariot – the group treasurer, (John 12:6, 13:29), dishonest, disillusioned, the betrayer 

· Matthew (also known as Levi) – a tax collector, zero appeal to the Jews, likes throwing big parties (Matthew 9:9-13)

· Philip – one of the first disciples, from Bethsaida, introduces Nathanael to Jesus (John 1:43-46)

· Simon (later called Peter) – Andrew’s brother, a fisherman, follows Jesus straight away   (Matthew 4:18-20)

· Simon the Zealot – a one time member of a fanatical anti Roman group in Palestine, name only appears in the list

· Thaddaeus – may also be known as Judas (see Luke 6:16, Acts 1:13), but uses Thaddaeus probably to distinguish him from Judas Iscariot; only appears on the list  

· Thomas – a born pessimist, puts the worst construction on everything  (John 11:16, 20:24-28)

A BIT MORE ABOUT THE JESUS TEAM

There are four lists of the disciples -  In Matthew (10:2-4), Mark (3:16-19), Luke (6:14-16) and Acts (1:13-14).  The order in which the names appear varies in minor detail only.  Peter is always listed first; Judas Iscariot last because he was the betrayer.  Peter, James and John form the ”executive” group. 

There is no information at all about four of the disciples - 

Only their names appear on each of the lists: Bartholomew, James #2, Simon the Zealot and Thaddaeus. 

So, what do we know about those who appear only on the list but who are not mentioned specifically? Among many other experiences….

· Jesus sends them out on the road (Matthew 10:1, 5-10); then again, along with 60 others (Luke 10:1-24)

· Jesus explains the parables to them (13:10)

· They help feed the 5,000 (14:13-21)

· Jesus rescues them from the storm (14:22-32)

· They are unable to heal the sick boy because of limited faith and prayer (17:14-22)

· They are grief stricken at the thought of Jesus dying (17:23)

· Jesus overhears their argument about greatness (Mark 9:33)

· They share in the last supper (26:17-30)

· They all doubt their loyalty to Jesus (26:22)

· They fall asleep in Gethsemane (26:36-46)

· They watch Jesus die from a distance (Luke 23:49)

· They are fearful with the doors locked (John 20:19)

· Before Jesus commissions them, they worship him although some doubt (Matthew 28:17-20); they are then joyful (Luke 24:52-3)

SERVING HAPPILY WITHOUT BEING NOTICED

The New Testament record has its heroes: Peter is larger than life while Paul is fearless in his efforts for the Gospel. We know them almost like old friends….

· But there were myriads of people who were also daring and faithful but whose names have not been recorded

· They played their crucial part in sharing the faith and serving the Kingdom

· And like the Christians of old, we have our significant part to play in the Kingdom too – whether we are noticed or not

· We also need to remember the curious mixture of personalities, backgrounds and experience in the Jesus team – they had great times but they had their arguments, difficulties and failures too.  

· Life has not changed all that much for the friends of Jesus

Some questions to ponder….

1. How well do we function if our service within the congregation or community seems to go unnoticed?

2. How can we avoid the trap of taking each other for granted?

3. How can we best make allowances for each other’s differences?

A Prayer….

Loving God!  Remind us that, while others may not notice our efforts, You do.  Keep us from being driven to do things simply to be seen instead of serving You for the sheer joy of it.  Show us how to be quiet achievers for Your Kingdom.  Forgive us, too, for so often standing on each other’s toes, for our failure to recall all that we have in common with our brothers and sisters in the faith.  Teach us to serve and to love with all our hearts, Amen. 
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