SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE MONEY CULTURE

Today’s text: Matthew 6:19-34 (see also 1 Timothy 6:9-10)

Other texts for reference….

Ecclesiastes 5:10  Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.

Luke 21:1-4 As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a very poor woman put in two very small copper coins.  “I tell you the truth,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the others.  All these 

people gave out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.”

The realities which emerge in a money culture….

· The more we have, the more we want
· The more we earn, the more we spend
· We have a constant, often unconscious, need to acquire
· We tend to live beyond our means
· We think we need strong financial resources for long term security
· We tend to gauge success by what people own 
· We spend money freely but hesitate to support the work of our own church and its life and ministry. God gets what’s left. 
The high cost of unrelenting acquisition….

The effort required to maintain an ever increasing standard of living with the additional financial burdens which usually go with this can lead to fatigue, stress, absences from the family and the inability to enjoy the fruits of our labours.  We place ourselves on a treadmill from which escape is difficult.
FACING THE CHOICES – MAKING THE CHANGES

The choices we have to make….

Jesus has clear advice for people who live in a culture which worships finance: 

· Seek the Kingdom of God first 

· Our security always lies in Him, not in our bank balance 

· A preoccupation with finance and material goods will shift our focus off the Kingdom 

· If we are not careful, we will be more concerned by our cash flow than our spiritual health

· All that we have has been provided by a generous God

· Anxiety about our material survival is not God’s plan for us

Some changes worth contemplating….

· Look long and hard at ways of simplifying the way we live

· Think laterally about the ways we can we reduce our expenditure

· Think twice before buying – do we really need this?

· When giving gifts, opt for experiences rather than things

· Be cautious about taking on new financial commitments if you have to work harder and longer – it may not be worth it

· Learn to settle for less – complexity has a price

Opt for a Kingdom view of your life….

· We are called to be good stewards of what God has given us.  
· A focus on seeking God releases us from the manic need to acquire and possess – we discover the joy of generosity
· We place our security in Him even when the going is tough
LIVING THE RISKY LIFE OF FAITH

Everything about Kingdom living strikes at the very heart of how we would usually view our lives within our Western culture:

· We are so intent on knowing God that matters of finance and possession are “also ran” issues

· Our support for God’s work becomes first charge on our budget, not last cab off the rank

· We refuse to lose sleep over tomorrow and its difficulties

· Our joyful freedom is to share with others

· Our ambitions do not include a million dollars in the bank

· Our security lies in God not in a good superannuation scheme

· We discover for ourselves the truth of Paul’s statement that “godliness with contentment is great gain”

· We model for our families the delights of sharing rather than the selfish control of what we own

Some questions to ponder….

1. What steps am I/are we needing to take to simplify the way we live?

2. What changes do we need to make to shift into a Kingdom gear of the sharing and stewardship of our resources?

3. How do we keep a healthy balance between the essentials of survival while keeping our focus on God all the while?

A prayer….

Loving God!  We long to be a people who genuinely trust in You for everything.  Forgive us for all too often placing our trust in the health of our bank account instead of in Your divine provision.  Show us how to seek You first.  Then set us free to be a generous and loving people, In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Where is Your Heart?
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