A Scripture to reflect on

Matthew 9:35-38

How can we be more like Jesus among the people who surround us?

How can we develop that same yearning desire to share Jesus with another person?

In your prayer time together pray for those whom members of your group are trying to witness to in the name of Jesus.

Continue to pray for them in your group meetings.

Expect God to do something in their lives.
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4. Why speak up for Jesus?

All around the world, in our generation, people are speaking up for Jesus. Many do so at the total risk of their lives. Across Africa, India and China, amazing numbers of people are turning to Jesus because others are “speaking up for Jesus.”

There are many clear reasons why we today, followers of Jesus, need more intentionally to speak up for Jesus. We will look at just a few. You may well suggest others.

1. The Gospel of Jesus is good news, the best news

Nearly everyday, the news we hear and absorb, is sad news, bad news. We can’t escape it; we mustn’t ignore it. This is part of our life.

But good news is something very special. Hearing purely good news is like having an emotional cleanser wash through you. Something happens to us inside.





1.
The Gospel is good news. Dwell in that experience for a while.

Reflect on those aspects of the Gospel of Jesus that are good news.

Dwell on John 3:16;  Rev 3:20;  Romans 8:38-39.

Share a Scripture that means good news for you.

2. The good news of the Gospel is for sharing

We love to tell our friends stories of good things that have happened to us. Sometimes, too, the sad stories. Good news does not normally become headline news in our papers. But, nonetheless, good news is for sharing. We love to hear it.

Eg. a child rescued from earthquake rubble in China, Australian mountaineers found in snow-clad alps in NZ,

Success at the Olympics.

The late Leslie Newbigin was one-time Bishop of the Church of South India. He once defined evangelism as “one hungry man telling another hungry man where to find food.”

The Bible has beautiful stories like that.

2 Kings 7:3-9.  Four lepers share their good news.

Luke 5:27-32.  Levi introduces his friends to Jesus.

John 1:45.       Philip found Nathanael.

John 9:25.
  The blind man tells about Jesus

Acts 16:29-34. The jailer at Philippi believes

Provide an opportunity for anyone in your group to relate how recently they were able to share Jesus with another person.
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3.  Most people carry burdens and need healing

Matt 11:28-30. The invitation of Jesus extends to all people.

Phil 4:6-7 
   Anxieties healed by Jesus.

Most people will never know how Jesus can help and bring healing unless we introduce them to Jesus.

Have you ever offered to pray for a non Christian person?

How did they respond to you?

4. We have been commissioned by Jesus

The only way some people will ever see Jesus at work is by observing our living. The only way some people will ever hear that Jesus can change lives is by our sharing Jesus with them. We need to earn the right to do this by spending time with others, being real and genuine, being transparent about our faith in Jesus.

Jesus has called us to do this.

Matt 5:13-16 
Jesus has called us to be salt and light.

Matt 28:19-20
Jesus has commissioned us to tell.

Acts 1:8
Jesus has called us to be his witnesses.

He has promised to help us in this task by giving 
us his Holy Spirit.

5. The compassion of Jesus for all people

As we become more and more like Jesus, we will have the same compassion for the people in our lives that Jesus had for the people he met. We will come to see that all people are made in the image of God, therefore special and sacred before God. This attitude will drive our relationships and behaviour with other people
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