Study Notes Purpose Driven Life – You Were Formed for God’s Family Nov 3rd

Bible Reading Mark 12:28 – 34

There is nothing more important than relationships – our relationship with God and with people. If we love God and know His peace and if we have meaningful and trusting relationships with others then we are blessed. 

God desires that all people become members of His family. He desires that we commit ourselves to a local church where we join with other members of His family and learn to love one another.

Jesus gave a commandment ( which is therefore non negotiable) that is easy to u/stand but not so easy to do.

John 13:34 A new commandment I give you. Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know you are my disciples, if you have love one for another. 

To love as Jesus loved: 

1. Selfless  - Jesus never once asked what’s in this for me. It was for others that he came

2. Sacrificial – He was motivated by love which led him to yielding up his life.

3. Patient – He was understanding of his disciples 

4. Forgiving – he forgave those crucifying him

In our own strength it is impossible to love like that – we need the power and love of God’s spirit to love like Jesus b/c it does not come naturally. 

The church is a great place to start loving as Jesus loved. As we reach out to share the love of Christ we will discover the following:

1. There is great beauty in a caring, trusting relationship. Every person has some gold to share with others

2. We are all fairly much the same deep down. We all have fears, insecurities and regrets in our lives. To share such with a trusted friend can be very liberating 

3. Healing will flow when love is present

4. Others will know that we are disciples of Jesus if we love as he loved.

Discussion questions

1. How important are relationships to you? In a time poor environment how do you find time to develop relationships? What are the blessings of your relationship with God?  Describe a friendship that means a great deal to you.

2. Why is it so hard to love as Jesus loved?  Is the price too high/the cost too great to love like that?

3. Are we basically the same deep down? 

4. If there is beauty to be found in relationships why don’t people invest more time in developing friendships? What is one of the most encouraging things anyone has done for you?

Conclude by asking what are we going to do about this? Are we prepared to make a commitment to reach out to another in the name of the Lord and share his love?

1 Cor 13:1- 8 would be a good way to finish.

