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The inductive approach to Bible study is a method that focuses primarily on the biblical text itself and what we can learn from it. Rather than looking at the text with a particular perspective, or with an aim of having it substantiate a particular point of view, we attempt to read, understand and apply the text.
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In this approach, we listen to Scripture, a key concept for effective Bible Study.
Contrast this with a deductive approach
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Three elements of Inductive Study
1. What does the text say?
a. Use a good translation of the Bible - current English, meaningful, read for understanding,
b. Consider the overall meaning
· in the immediate context
· in the book
· in the genre
· in the Testament
· in the Bible
c. Ask the basic questions:
· Who
are the participants?

· Where
is it set?

· When
did the events take place?

· What
is the point or focus of events or action?

· How
is the argument presented? (Method of argument)
· Why
is it written? (Reason, purpose)
· So
what would be the result or climax?
d. What is the main emphasis, what are the themes? (Look for recurring words or concepts.)
2. What does the text mean?

a. Consider the categories of text, genre
Different genres of literature are used for different purposes. The same is true of Scripture – poetry, narrative, sermon, history, letter.
b. Keep in mind some important principles

i. Harmony with other parts of Scripture
ii. Character of God and the centrality of Christ

iii. Overlap of the ages – Remember that we are in the ‘already but not yet’ phase of human history. That can make a difference to how we interpret a passage, e.g. about the Kingdom, heaven etc.
iv. Scripture was set in another time and culture and written in other languages.
3. How do we respond to what the text means?
Consider the implications of the meaning, and its application for us now, by asking some simple questions of ourselves.
Is there:

· a command to obey

· an example to follow

· a promise to claim

· a sin to confess or avoid

· a reason for praise or thanks or worship?
What does it teach about:
· God

· Jesus

· me

· others

If this is what the writer was saying to them, what would he say to us?

Examples of Studies using the Inductive Study Approach
1) Summarise the passage (good for long passages)

2) Paraphrase (good for well known passages)

3) Compare similar passages

4) Note themes or recurring words

5) Compile a table of events

6) Map the argument through a semantic array

7) Draw an illustration 

8) Develop an interview

9) Role play

10) Etc.
Inductive Bible Study
James 1: 1-8
1. Read the passage through a couple of times.
2. Identify the important elements (not all these may be clear in the text)
· Who
are the participants?

· What
is the point or focus of events or action?

· How
is the argument presented?
· Why
is it written/ (Reason, purpose)
· So
what would be the result expected?
3. Note an expression or thought that strikes you

· perhaps where you don’t quite follow

· where you don’t agree

4. What kind of literature is it? What are the implications of this?
5. What throws light on the rest?
· Or throws light on a personal concern?

· What thought is new – something you hadn’t noticed before?

6. How do we respond to what the text means?

a) What challenges you most?

b) How might this affect your attitudes or the things you do, related to work, family or personal life?

Note something you believe God is saying to you from this passage

Pray about it now.

