15:12-34 The resurrection of the dead

Of greatest interest to us is the key statements of Scripture in verses 21-23.

What are these key statements?

Discuss how verse 23 is absolutely core to our Christian faith and hope in life and in death?

15:35-58 The resurrection body of the Christian

In verses 35-49 Paul emphasises the truth of our resurrection body with several contrasting images.

What are these contrasting images?

What truth for us do they underline?

What is our ultimate victory?

Followers of Jesus should understand that the Scriptures know nothing of resuscitation, re-incarnation, immortality of the soul, but, in Christ, only the resurrection of the body.

When will we receive our resurrected body?

For Paul, the answer was “immediately at death.” (Phil 1:23b) For the thief on the cross, Jesus answered, “today.” (Luke 23:43)

Snapshots of heaven

Revelation 21:1-5, 22-27,  22:1-7.
A Scripture for your reflection

“We eagerly await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”                   Philippians 3:20-21
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5. “Following Jesus through death”
Many people carry with them fond hopes that beyond death there is some form of life. So they hang on to the tenuous idea of some form of a future reunion with departed friends.

Followers of Jesus carry strong beliefs about death and life to follow. These beliefs are and must be based on hard evidence.

The first Indian Bishop of the Church of South India was asked, “if you were in a village where they had never heard of Christ, what would you preach upon?” Without hesitation, the bishop replied, “The resurrection of Christ.”

In a world that entertains notions of reincarnation and immortality, the message of the resurrection becomes all the more urgent. In a dying world there is a desperate need for the good news of Jesus.

Stirrings of eternity in the Old Testament

“God created man and woman in his own image.” Gen 1:27

“If a man dies, will he live again. . . ?     Job 14:14-15
“I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh will I see God. I myself will see him with my own eyes – I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me.”   Job 19:25-27

“After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied.” Isaiah 53:11.

From these Old Testament verses, what hope of life after death do these words of Scripture give to the follower of Jesus?





1
How did Jesus approach his own death?

Read Matthew 16:21, John 11:25-26.

What did Jesus believe lay ahead of him after his death?

What did Jesus’ death on the cross achieve?

Check these Scriptures: ! Cor 1:18, Rom 5:8, Eph 1:7.
Witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection

The guards and Mary



Matthew 28:11
Mary Magdalene



Mark 16:9

The eleven disciples



Mark 16:14,
John20:20
Joanna and Mary



Luke 24:10

Cleopas and friend



Luke 24:31

Disciples




Luke 24:45-48
Peter





John 20:8

Thomas




John 20:28

Disciples




Acts 1:3

Peter, 500 people, James, apostles

1 Cor 15:6-7

The Christian’s hope of resurrection
Read 1 Peter 1:3-4,  2 Peter 1:11. Philippians 3:10.
What is our supreme hope in Christ?

What happens after the Christian dies?

John and Paul express differently the truth that after death we are united with Jesus.

Read Luke 23:43, 1 Thess 4:13-18

2
What was Jesus’ resurrection body like?

Read Luke 24:37-40.

Jesus had a physical body; he invited touch; he could eat fish.

Read John 20:26b.

Jesus’ resurrection body could enter through locked doors.

Putting these Scriptures together, how do you understand the kind of body Jesus had after his resurrection?

Will we have resurrection bodies?
Read 1 John 3:2;  “we shall be like him”

Also 2 Corinthians 5:1-5. “our heavenly dwelling.”
Notice the contrasts:

· an earthly tent  -  a heavenly house

· absent from the body  -  at home with the Lord

· our present ambition  -  our future reward

What clues have you so far about the form of our resurrection body?
Let’s look at the great resurrection chapter in Scripture



1 Corinthians 15:1-58

15:1-11 The resurrection of Jesus

What elements of the gospel message does Paul claim “as of first importance?” (verse 3) Notice how he starts: “Now we know. .”
How did the risen Christ appear to Paul? Was Paul’s experience of the risen Christ any different from ours, who believe today?

Does our passion about Christ crucified and risen come anywhere near that of Paul’s?
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