CHBC Small Groups Disciple-Making Resources

“The Power of a Generous Life”

Text: 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

INTRODUCTION: In this study we are not only thinking about money for churches! We should consider financial and other gifts (our time, service etc) to others in general. We don’t know HOW blessed we are in this country! Read Psalm 103, verses 1-5 out loud and then pray about all the blessings we have day by day before you commence this study. Pray also that this study will inspire you in generosity and a sense of the ‘abundance of God’ in your heart. Recall the CONTEXT
 of 2 Corinthians chapter 9 in the last study. Paul was taking up an important sacrificial offering for the poor Christians in famine back in Jerusalem. 
Principle: As we practice generosity our hearts & lives are changed. 

‘Giving is a challenging part of authentic (real) discipleship”. True? Discuss? 

THREE POWERFUL CHANGES in a Generous Life:
1. Power to change your attitudes (Now Read: 9:1-2):

· Positive attitudes are revealed n these verses: 

i. “eagerness”         and         ii. “enthusiasm” 

· Generously not grudgingly…

· With such attitudes we can dream dreams and desire to make a difference!

?1. Discuss: What other benefits would occur if all Christians were so positive about generosity?

?2. Why are finances difficult for some Christians to talk about when for Jesus they were a major theme? 

What a contrast verses 1 and 2 are! So positive! (Compare 2 Cor. 8:2-4). 

?3. Discuss: Have you ever experienced a positive desire to be generous or eager or enthusiastic about giving? What was the issue or occasion? 

2. Power to love - the most powerful force in the world!

?4. Discuss: How do the following verses speak about giving? John 3:16; Romans 5:8
The following
 are two different stories about two amazing women in very different situations who do something related to expenses. 

2. a. Poverty and Generosity  (NOW Read Luke 21:1-4) 

?5. Discuss: possible lessons we could apply to our own lives today from this story.

1. 

2. 

3. 

2.b.  Beautiful Generosity (NOW Read Luke 7:36-50). 

?6. Discuss: possible lessons we could apply to our own lives today from this story.

1. 

2. 

3. 

3. Power to prune your motives, responsibilities & increase faith (Now Read: 9:3-5):

?7. Discuss: How dealing with finances can 

                        a. Build our integrity

                        b. Free us from guilt (you can control money – it does not have to control you!)

                        c. Develop our planning and/or faith (not based only on what you have)
                        d. How to you plan financially in order to be financially generous even if you have little?  Continued>>>

Continued: 

The Principles of Generous Giving
(2 Corinthians 9:6-15):

POWERFUL PRINCIPLES of a Generous Life (Read 2 Cor. 9:6-11):

Principle 1: Generous Givers always Gain! (NOW Read verse 6):

Principle 2: Cheerful Givers are Loved! (NOW Read verse 7):

Principle 3: GOD releases us and all we will need as our Provider, SO we can be generous givers! (NOW Read verses 8-11):

· NOTE verses.8 and 11. 

· v.8 here we need to understand the Greek word (autarkeia) for the “all sufficiency” that God gives us…  

POWERFUL BLESSINGS of a Generous Life (Read 2 Cor. 9:12-15):

1. Blessing 1: It PROVIDES for the needs of God’s people (See 9:12):

2. Blessing 2: It PROVES your confession (See 9:13):

· Profession and possession! Faith and action.
3. Blessing 3: It PRODUCES praises - Blesses God (See 9:12b-14):

4. Blessing 4: It PROMPTS us about the greatest gift of all…

· “God’s INDESCRIBABLE GIFT!” WOW! (See 9:15)

The power of God’s Grace!

A Prayer: 

“God! Thank you for the indescribable gift of Jesus Christ… I want to receive that Gift and I want to recommit myself to You now, to live in the power of a generous life” Amen.
Leaders Notes: 


� Leaders please make sure you have revised this – at least be very familiar with what is in Chapter 8 so you can introduce chapter 9 here. (The ideal is to understand something of the overall plan of 1 and 2 Corinthians so you understand what the issues were in chapters 6-7 too). 


�  2a and 2b are extra examples. They will take time. The first one is shorter. You will have to either use the material here as is; read the verses and not do the questions; do one of the two; or miss them altogether. You could also summarise both stories if you are short of time. 
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