CHBC Small Groups Disciple-Making Resources

The Practice(s) of a Generous Person

2 Corinthians Chapter 8, verses 1-24

Introduction: Many people have missed out on experiencing the reality of God, His provision, being used as vessels for His provision for others, and great freedom in the area of money. This study should encourage you to clarify some good principles about the use of finances and to make finances a life-giving area of faith as well! Why not first pray, find the Bible passage and be expectant that God will speak to you in this area.  These notes will include some points of teaching followed by discussion questions:
· Generosity can revolutionise your life and release your potential! Generosity releases the “ability of God”! 

· Through awareness and action in the area of biblical finances, each of us can make SUCH a difference!

· Background to the passage: Paul had a 20 year concern about a particular act of generosity and what it could achieve for the whole Church. It was an offering for the famine-impoverished believers back in Jerusalem. There would also be the benefits of unity among Jewish and Gentile background Christians and churches in this act. It would indicate evidence of “world”- wide acceptance of his grace-based Gospel. 

· Giving is a “grace” 
.  (Read 2 Corinthians 8:1)

?1. Discuss: Can you share about one occasion when someone was generous  to you or your family in word or deed? Why was it special? 

?2. Discuss together the meaning of grace. What does giving through grace & not because of law or rules mean?

2 Corinthians Chapter 8, verses 1-24: The Challenge of Generosity
FOUR MOTIVATING EXAMPLES to be Generous People:

1. The Wonderful Giving of Others:

a. The Macedonians                     (Read 2 Cor. 8:1-5)
i. Aristarchus (Thessalonica);    ii. Epaphroditus 

b. Other churches

?3. Discuss any good examples you have heard of generosity of others…

2. What they (you) used to be like    (Read 8:6-7):

?4. Discuss together –do you feel that society has changed the way it gives in recent years
? Why? 

Should  Christians be different? Have you changed the patterns of giving from a different time in your life? 

3. The example of Jesus Christ         (Read 8:8-9):

?5. Discuss how might a real relationship with Christ in a daily basis affect our generosity? Why? 

4. The Important Needs which YOU can Change!

?6. Discuss – What would you love to see changed if only God would provide for it?

FOUR RESPONSIBILITIES of a Generous Person

1. TURN your thoughts into ACTIONS (READ 8:10-12):

2. SHARE in a COMMUNITY of Generous Giving (READ 8:13-15):

· God releases this generosity . The passage shows that giving should be balanced between us according to our capabilities and means.

· Principle: ‘What goes around, comes around’

· Other churches/communities will be encouraged 

?7. Re-read verses 13-15. Discuss how the church should be different as a body compared with a club or service club in this area of giving.

3. GET ORGANISED for Generous Giving. 

2 Corinthians 8:16-24 is about the Practical Organisation for the act of Generous Giving. Teaching:
· Understand your role as Steward not owner
!!! Then make CHOICES about your weekly/ annual giving. 

· Systematic, reliable giving through the local church. To “Tithe” or not to tithe?… Remember we’re “under” grace, NOT Law! Therefore in the Old Testament (OT), they had a tithe of 10%
. While we are NOT under this Law, it is still a great starting point! Note that OT believers had many other festivals and offerings (wave offerings, burnt offerings etc). What you add these up it came to approximately 43% of wealth for so many, not merely 10%. While we are NOT under the Law with its 10 or 43% etc, being under grace opens so much more! Christ is our example of giving. Giving should be from the heart!!! This can be far more costly than a 10%. Since the Lord owns it all and we are stewards, it would probably be better to ask, “What should we hold back?” rather than, “What should we give?” 

· Let your choices of giving be by faith. Enjoy sacrificing so you can give (2 Cor.9:7b). People around us have all the latest gear and furniture and material things. That is ok. Just make sure that you are pleasing the Lord and choosing what you need and praying about what you give. 

· “Faith Promise” Giving is a well known way of trusting God for financial supply based on 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. A giving to God that which is beyond us by seeking Him, trusting and being keen to give. It is about God giving through us what He would not give to us unless we passed it on. Some of the greatest missionary sending churches of the world use and prove this to send so many out in obedience to Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 13:2-3. 

· “Love Gift” Giving – sometimes a special offering is prepared for and given as an over-and-above way of blessing missionaries, people, ministries or strategies. 

· Deal with debt – one of the most effective ways churches give towards expenses such as building debts is to aim to remove firstly any interest-bearing debt through no-interest-loans to the local church, redeemable at call from the church. This means people still own their money but can choose to save hundreds of thousands of dollars interest to the church by securely giving a no-interest loan to the church rather than the banks!!! The beauty is that even small loans can be received in this way. 

· Faith or Fears? 

· Generosity can revolutionise your life and release your potential! 

?8. Discuss any lessons you have learned about giving. If you are comfortable to do so, share how you manage to juggle giving in a cash-strapped world. 

Follow Jesus Christ. ... Accept the joyful challenge: A lifestyle of Generous Giving!

?8. Discuss how we can pray for one another and the church in this area. (Would you like people to pray for you in some aspect of finances or other needs?)  Together, write down some aspects to pray through for the week ahead.
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Spend some time in prayer.

A Prayer: “Lord thank You for the cost of your death for me … I surrender myself to You.

Lord all I am and all I will be, what You have entrusted to me, whatever I have I commit to You”. Amen.

Extra Leaders Notes:


�  (Qu.1) GRACE: A helpful saying is “G.R.A.C.E. = God’s  Riches At Christ’s Expense”. Grace is the unmerited free gift of God… See Ephesians 2:8-10.


� (Qu.3)  The Australian and USA governments have continued their trend of less giving in aid as a % or gross domestic product (GDP) for the last 30 years. {Please guard the time on this question… do not get bogged down on this as it is not central to this study). 


� An ideal New Testament passages on this is Matthew 25: 14-30, The Parable of the Talents (this could be noted… it would take a whole study though). 


� Background on tithing see Malachi chapter 3. When they brought produce to the Temple it was different to what the churches did. Also, the OT Temple is NOT like our churches today. Theirs was supposed to be the ONE place in all of Israel and everyone was supposed to go there at least annually. It was the place where God “dwelt” and their priesthood was tribal. These factors and many others remind us to see the church as people, not a “sacred” building, the “house” etc, see 1 Peter 2:9. 
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