Small Groups Leader’s Meeting  August 04

An explanation

Some have expressed concern that our plan of teaching has not followed the plan presented at the start of the year.  Part of the reason for this we have had some interruptions to the normal flow of teaching  -e.g. we had a heavy emphasis on mission for 4 weeks in May, we had a family service, family camp, Bowen Lockwood, next week I will be at Portland and the following service will be a Family service with Mike Rayson.  All of this impacts on the amount of teaching I do. 

As from end of August to the end of the year there will be far less ‘interruptions’ than have been in the first half of the year.

So far we have looked at the Vision Document, Matters of the Heart, Studies from Jonah, we also looked at our church anniversary. 

Future Studies
August– My Journey

Sept  Spiritual Gifts

Oct/Nov ‘The Purpose Driven Life

Dec  Break Ups and Celebrations.

My Journey

This will go for the two meetings in August and in part follows on from Bowen’s testimony.  Every person has a story to tell, every life has both highs and lows as well as plenty of relatively mundane times.  Every person has something of interest to share with others and we all are driven by similar issues – need to be affirmed, accepted, we all have fears, disappointments, insecurities.

The purpose of these two nights is:

1. To get to know one another better

2. To support and pray for one another better

3. To increase our appreciation of one another

Bible Reading  Ps 139: 1 –16

This passage speaks of the wonders of life and the vast knowledge of God of every part of our lives.  Nothing about our lives is hidden from God – we live constantly in His presence. He knows our joys as well as our disappointments. He is able to take the most disappointing events of our lives and wonderfully use them for His glory. Provide time for people to reflect upon this passage – any verse/thought that speaks to you. 

Every person has a story to tell. Sadly it is often not until someone dies that the story of their life is told.  Every Christian has a story to tell of God’s dealings and the lessons He has taught. 

Over the next two small group nights we are going to share something of our own story.  We will learn more about each other, which will help us to better u/stand, one another and help us to pray more effectively for each other.

Process

Each person is given a pen and a piece of paper.  They are to do a time line of their life highlighting the major events eg being born again, marriage, birth of children, great disappointments, and great delights

As well as the time line members reflect on the following:

1. Share a lesson you learnt from your family as you were growing up

2. What were the events leading up to you becoming a Christian?

3. What was some of the best advice you received as you were growing up?

4. What have you learnt about God during your life?

5. What would you like to achieve in the next 10 years?

6. If you had your time again what would you do differently this time around?

7. Describe a time when you felt disappointed but god was able to turn your disappointment around into blessing.

8. One thing you would like prayer for.

This will need to run over a couple of nights.

My suggestion would be as follows

Week of 9/8/04

Introduce by referring to Bowen Lockwood’s testimony. He told of how he discovered God in the midst of his pain and disappointment. We all have a story to tell and in the telling of our story we allow people to u/stand us better. In the reflecting of our lives we often see the hand of God.

Read Ps 139 and reflect on it.

Individuals do a time line and then share it in with two others

Each person then shares with the whole group something interesting that they learned about a person in their group. Seek permission first.

Leader sums up and invites some reflection of the exercise they have just completed – thanks people for their participation so far. Choose a couple of the questions to discuss again with a different couple.

Have a time of prayer – either silently or audibly praying for the people in your group. 

Supper

Week of 16/8/04

Review last week – anyone with anything to share? How did you feel about last week? In what ways has it brought us closer? Did you find it hard to share?

Bible reading  Eph 2:10 We are God’s workmanship … God uses events, experiences in our lives to shape us. We are precious to Him. Society might tell us that unless we wear certain clothes, look a certain way, live in a certain house then we have not made it.  God looks at us and declares that we are precious and we are His workmanship.

We all have dreams, fears, experiences that shape us. Last week we told our story and this week we will share some of our reflections on life, faith, and disappointments.

This could be done in a mixture of smaller groups and/or larger group.

In view of my teaching last week on communion you might consider it appropriate to celebrate communion in your group. This could be a very meaningful time. 

If you do so you could pray for one another and reflect upon communion and refer to Acts 2:42 – 47

Maybe supper to follow – hopefully people will be in the mood for informal sharing around supper.

