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New Testament Pictures of the Church
Grapes on the Vine
John 15:1-17

Jesus’ teaching about the vine in John 15 is his second farewell discourse to his disciples, preparing them, and generations to come, for his approaching death and resurrection.
I am the true vine  (15:1)

If Jesus was the true vine, was there, then, another vine? Yes! His Jewish listeners would have understood his picture-language. The vine was the supreme symbol of Israel. A great golden vine trailed over the temple porch. Also, the coinage minted in Israel in AD68-70 carried a vine symbol.

# What happened to the former vine, the  Old Testament vine? See Isaiah 5:1-2, Jeremiah 2:21, Psalm 80:8,16. Why was the old vine destroyed?

# Claiming to be the “true vine”, what new truth is Jesus now teaching his disciples?

# What assurance and confidence does this teaching of Jesus convey to modern disciples today?
My Father is the gardener  (15:1)

The gardener prepares the soil, plants the vines, nurtures their growth, feeds them, prunes and removes dead branches.
# Why does the gardener “cut off” some branches and “prune” others? (15:2)

You may like to share a personal experience of how the “Gardener” has done some delicate “pruning” in your life at some time.

“Our heavenly Father is hungry for fruit from his vine, and in order to produce it will often in his pruning cut deeper than we should ever have chosen.” (Dr. Bruce Milne, The Message of John, IVF, 1993, P 221.)

You are the branches  (15:5)

The two functions of the branches are to “remain in me” and “bear fruit.” Refer back to the verses where Jesus talks about these functions. (15:4-8, 16)

# As Jesus painted the picture of the branches and the vine, what did he mean  when he said to his disciples “remain in me.” (15:5-8)
# What does it mean for us today to “remain in the vine?”

# What is the gardener looking for from the branches? (15:2, 16).

# What might that fruit look like in the individual Christian, in our own Church?

# A vine consists of many branches growing and producing fruit together. What meaning does this have for our Church?

# What kinds of fruit does Jesus refer to in verses 9-17? How might these “fruits” be evident in our Church? What does he mean by “fruit that will last?”

Conclusion
# In the overall picture of the vine, how do the gardener, the vine and the branches all relate to each other?
For reflection

Is there a verse here which speaks to you personally, to you in your home, community, workplace, in our Church?
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