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New Testament Pictures of the Church
The Shepherd and the Sheep
John 10:1-18

The picture of the shepherd and the sheep occurs frequently in Scripture.


Psalm 23
The Shepherd Psalm


Ezekiel 34
Warnings to false shepherds


Luke 15
Parable of the lost sheep


John 21
Jesus’ call to Peter to “feed my sheep.”

1 Peter 2:25
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls

To avoid complicating this rich Biblical imagery, Dr. Bruce Milne quotes Calvin’s wise counsel: “Let us be content with the general view that Christ likens the Church to a sheepfold in which God assembles his people and compares himself to the door, since he is the only entrance to the Church.” (The Message of John, IVP, 1993, P 145)

Sheep-pen: safe rock-walled enclosure for sheep to rest in during the night.

Watchman: rests across the entrance of sheepfold to guard entry.

Thief:
     tries to enter sheepfold illegally.

Shepherd:  owns, names, leads, knows, cares for every sheep.

Three smaller pictures:
Jesus the Shepherd of the sheep

(10:1-5)

# What are all the things the shepherd does for the sheep? How do the sheep respond to him?

# What do all these actions/responses say to us about our life with Jesus, our Shepherd, today?

Jesus the gate of the sheep-pen

(15:7-10)

# As the “gate of the sheep-pen”, what blessings, freedoms and promises does Jesus give to his own?

# What do all these mean for us today as we translate them into our own lives and circumstances?

Jesus the good shepherd


(15:11-18)

These words of Jesus remind us that the good shepherd is called to a hard, demanding and costly life. Here He is predicting Calvary and the resurrection.

# What is the relationship between the good shepherd and the sheep?

What motivates the good shepherd to lay down his life for the sheep? (See also Ephesians 5:25).

# Reflect on verse 16. What is Jesus really saying? How is this a challenge for our Church today?

Finally, Jesus’ charge to Peter, to the Church

John 21:15-17

# By issuing those calls to Peter, what response was he looking for from Peter?

# What does Jesus’ call to Peter, “feed my lambs and sheep,” say to us as we follow Jesus today?

# What is the key verse for you in these passages of Scripture?
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