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New Testament Pictures of the Church
Bricks in the Building
Ephesians 2:16-22, 1 Peter 2:4-12

#The theme of “building” occurs again and again in Scripture. What accounts of “building” come to your mind?

“Design and construct”

Many building companies today offer a “design and construct” service to clients. Before construction commences, the design work needs to be completed. Read Psalm 127:1, Matthew 16:18 and Hebrews 11:10. 
# Who is the “design and construct” person for the Church?

# How do we submit to his plans as we engage in Church ministry today?

Laying the Foundation

# Read Matthew 7:24-27, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15. What do these Scriptures say about flimsy and firm foundations?
# How do we observe and apply these principles to our practical, Biblical Church building today?

In Ephesians 2:20, Paul declares that the Church is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. Writing about this, Dr John Stott says: “the reference must be to a small group of inspired teachers associated with the apostles, who together bore witness to Christ and whose teaching was derived from revelation and was foundational.”  (The Message of Ephesians, IVP, 1979, P 107).

This means that the New Testament Scriptures are the Church’s foundational documents.

# How can we ensure that the Bible is foundational in our worship, preaching, teaching, Life Groups, all our Church ministries, our homes, our individual living?

Christ Jesus, the Chief Cornerstone
Ephesians 2:20

The cornerstone is part of and essential to the foundation; it helps to hold the building steady, sets it and keeps it in line.

# In Eph 2:21-22 what life and stability does Jesus Christ, the Chief Cornerstone, bring into the growing structure of the Church?
# How can we ensure that this same life and stability of Jesus Christ undergirds our Church today?

Bricks in the Building
Ephesians 2:21

The building needs bricks, many of them, all built on the foundation, all set in place by the cornerstone. We are those bricks, “living stones being built together.” 1 Pet 2:5

# In the building every brick occupies a place and fulfils a unique purpose. What does this say to us about every person in our Church family?
# All the bricks are bound together by mortar. What is the “spiritual mortar” which binds together in peace and unity all the members of our Church family?

Holy Temple of the Lord
Ephesians 2:22

# What is the ultimate purpose in building the “holy temple?” 

# How is it evident that our Church is a “dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit?” Pray that we may increasingly become a fit dwelling place for God.
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