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     ABN 53 209 507 114


Tuesday, 2 December 2003
Code of Conduct for Workers with Children and Youth

We are most appreciative of the commitment and energy with which our teachers and leaders commit to those entrusted into their care. You make many sacrifices so that others may hear of God’s love. 

In view of the recent publicity regarding abuse within church situations, we believe it is appropriate for us to have a code of behaviour that will assist us in making our church a place of safety for our children and young people. This code will also limit the possibility of a misinterpretation of motives and actions of those in leadership positions.

· Don’t be alone in a room with a child and definitely not with doors closed and/or blinds or curtains pulled down

· If a young child needs to be escorted to the toilet, it is advisable to take another child of the same gender

· Wisdom is required in any demonstration of physical affection. This is not easy to regulate because small children are sometimes very affectionate and spontaneously climb onto the knee of an adult. Motives can be completely pure, but can be open to misinterpretation. The wisest course of action is that if a child reaches out for physical affection that this be given within the context of the group being present

· In youth work if you are dropping people off after a night’s activity make sure the last person you drop off is the same gender as yourself

· When on camps do not enter the dormitory of the opposite gender

· Should a child/young person reveal to you that they are being abused or you suspect such then discuss at the earliest possible opportunity with the Senior Pastor. 

In the event of an incidence of abuse being reported to the Senior Pastor he is required to share this with the Pastoral Leadership Team who will then follow the procedure outlined by the Baptist Union of Victoria.

We are committed to making our church a safe place for all. Our desire is to limit the possibility of abuse and the possibility of pure motives being misinterpreted.

I would like to thank you for your willingness to serve the Lord in the vital area of youth and children. 

In Christ,

Gerry.
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